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Representatives with groups who received grants totaling $15,000 stand along with RC&D Council members, Rep. Ron 
Johnson and Sen. Clyde Chambliss with a large check reflecting the grants used throughout the county for completed 
projects this year.                    Photo by Christa Jennings
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Sheriff’s Office wants your drugs: Bring 
prescription drugs to Sheriff’s Office tomorrow

By Christa Jennings
Senior Staff Writer

The Coosa County Sheriff’s Office 
wants individuals to bring them 
their drugs tomorrow, as the office 

is again participating in the National 
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day.

This will be done in the lobby of the 
Sheriff’s Office in Rockford tomorrow, 
October 28, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
A deputy will be available to take 
individuals’ prescription drugs with 
no questions asked, and it is done 
anonymously.

This gives area residents the 
opportunity to safely dispose of 
their unused or expired prescription 
medications.

A program through the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration, or DEA, 
the National Drug Take-Back Day 
addresses what is considered a crucial 
public safety and public health issue.

According to the 2015 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, 6.4 
million Americans abused controlled 
prescription drugs. The study also 
showed that a majority of those abused 
prescription drugs were obtained from 
family members and friends, often from 
the home’s medicine cabinet.

Therefore, the DEA offers these 

Take-Back Day events to provide an 
opportunity for Americans to help 
prevent drug addiction and overdose 
deaths by safely disposing of unused or 
expired medications.

The DEA offers both a spring and fall 
Take-Back Day, and the Coosa County 
Sheriff’s Office participates in the 
fall event. This will be the thirteenth 
National Take-Back Day held in the fall.

Results from last October’s event 
reflected that, nationwide, a total 
of 4,018 law enforcement agencies 
participated in the program with a total 
of 5,178 collection sites. As a result, 
a total weight of 731,269 pounds; or 
365.6 tons, of prescription medications 
were collected and safely disposed.

For more information on the local 
Drug Take-Back Day event, contact the 
Sheriff’s Office at 256-377-4922.

For more information on the national 
event or to find another participation 
site, visit www.dea.gov or call 1-800-
882-9539.

Attorney General Steve Marshall 
also urges Alabamians to participate 
in the Prescription Drug Take-Back 
Day. There will be approximately 70 
collection sites scheduled to be available 
throughout Alabama tomorrow from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. for this event.

Marshall’s office reported that since 
the first Take-Back Day event held in 
Alabama in September of 2010, the 
program has continued to increase 
in the amount of drugs collected. 
Throughout all of Alabama’s previous 
DEA Prescription Drug Take-Back 
events, a total of about 53,712 pounds of 
unwanted, unused or expired drugs have 
been removed and disposed of safely.

“Prescription Drug Take-Back is a 
valuable public service that protects 
our children, our homes and our 
environment,” said Attorney General 
Marshall in a press release. “As a 
prosecutor for 16 years, I have too often 
witnessed the tragic results caused by 
the availability of dangerous controlled 
substances. When prescription drugs 
are left in our homes, children and 
teenagers may be poisoned or fall prey 
to drug abuse and addiction. Your old 
medications can be a lure to criminals 
looking for drugs to use or sell. On 
Saturday, October 28, please take the 
opportunity to remove these hazards by 
bringing prescription drugs that are out-
of-date or no longer needed to collection 
sites for their safe and proper disposal.”

Deliveries of drugs to DEA 
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day 
events are confidential, with no personal 

information collected and no questions 
asked. Participants are encouraged to 
remove labels or black-out information 
beforehand.

Marshall reminds everyone that 
expired drugs may have lost their 
effectiveness and therefore no longer 
be a safe and adequate treatment for 
the conditions for which they were 
prescribed. In addition to concerns of 
potential poisoning, abuse or overdose, 
it also is important environmentally 
that medicines be disposed of in a 
proper manner rather than simply being 
thrown into the garbage, flushed away 
or poured down drains, as they could 
contaminate water supplies and cause 
an environmental hazard. 

A listing of collection sites may be 
found through a search at www.dea.gov.

Vehicle license plate and 
boat registration renewals

Vehicle license plate and boat registration renewals 
are based on the first letter of the registrant’s last name.  
The chart below shows by month when registrants are 
supposed to renew their vehicle license plates or boat 
registrations.  When coming to renew license plates 
or boat registrations, make sure to bring copies of the 
registrant’s driver’s license and a current insurance card 
for each vehicle on which the license plates are being 
renewed.   Insurance cards are not required for boat 
registrations.  Methods of payment may be cash, check, 
or credit card.
If the last name begins with:
• A & D: renew in January,
• B: renew in February,
• C & E: renew in March,
• F, G, & N: renew in April,
• H & O: renew in May,
• M & I: renew in June,
• P & L: renew in July,
• J, K, & R: renew in August,
• Q, S, and T: renew in September,
• U, V, W, X, Y, and Z: renew in October.
NOTE: Leased, fleet, and commercial vehicles: must 
renew between October 1 and November 30.
If anyone has any questions, please call.
Probate Office Information:

Courthouse Hours: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, Mon – Fri, 
except holidays. 
Probate Office: 256-377-4919 Ext. 225
Driver’s License & Deeds: 256-377-4919 Ex. 229 
Tag Office: 256-377-4919 Ext. 228.

Richard M. Dean, Probate Judge, Coosa County

This grant was used to increase 
the nonfiction books available in 
the library. She said those funds 
were used to purchase numerous 
educational and other nonfiction 
books that were added to the 
library’s collection and spoke of 
their appreciation for those funds.

Gay Adams spoke on behalf 
of the Weogufka Center, which 
received a $1,500 grant for 
“community theater, dance and 
drama.” Those funds were used 
to purchase new speakers and 
cables for use at the Weogufka 
Center for Arts, Entertainment 
and Education.

The center also received a 
$3,000 grant for roof repair of the 
Weogufka gymnasium. There had 
been bad leaks and damage, but 
with those funds the group was able 
to install a tin roof on that section.

Adams said they appreciate 
everything the Coosa Valley 
RC&D Council does for them. 
She spoke of other ongoing 
and completed projects at the 
Weogufka Center concerning 
renovations and improvements 
and invited everyone to Old 
Farm Day, to be held tomorrow, 
October 28.

Principal Bouldin, representing 
the high school, spoke on the 
$4,500 grant received too 
purchase equipment for the 
robotics/rocketry classes and for 
competition, as well as the $3,080 
grant used to purchase eight 
picnic tables and umbrellas for 
the courtyard seating area.

He said the robotics grant has 
been a wonderful addition for 
the school, adding that it helps 
provide more experiences for 
their students to better prepare 
them. With the grant, they were 
able to purchase six robotics kits 
and a playing field.

Bouldin spoke of how the 
process works with the students 
having to construct and then 
script out code to make the robots 
move and work. He also spoke 
of the robotics and rocketry 
competition.

Concerning the grant for the 

picnic tables and 
umbrellas, he said 
the high school 
seniors have the 
opportunity to go 
out to the courtyard 
and eat lunch 
outdoors. He added 
that the picnic 
tables are available 
to all students 
during their breaks.

Michael Jones, a 
high school senior 
and member 
of the robotics 
and rocketry 
class, provided 
a demonstration 
of one of the 
robots built from a kit purchased 
through the grant. Following his 
demonstration, Sen. Chambliss 
also took a turn operating the 
student-built robot.

Marty Rittmann spoke on 
the $500 grant used for the 
2017 Family Festival. The 
Family Festival provided Coosa 
County families with access 
to information about resources 
available in their communities, 
stretching the $500 grant into a 
total value of $11,978.

She said the festival is put on 
by the Children’s Policy Council 
each year and that everything 
is free. She also mentioned the 
upcoming Job Fair to be held 
November 9, saying that they are 
investing in human development.

Alex Johnson, speaking on 
behalf of Joel Glover, spoke on 
the $420 grant used to reprint 
200 updated copies of the “Coosa 
County Multiple Use Manager’s 
Guide” for landowners.

This guide was developed by the 
Coosa County Forestry Planning 
Committee, and Johnson said 
they try to update it every five to 
10 years. He said they appreciate 
the funds to help keep the guide 
updated, as well as to print more 
copies since they “go pretty fast” 
and are considered a great resource 
for landowners and others.

Spencer Hardy spoke on the 

$1,000 grant used for “Gardens 
Grow Kids.” Those funds were 
used to install three raised beds, 
along with soil for those beds, 
as part of an 11-county area 
wide project. He said that it is a 
productive garden and that they 
have now also planted a fall 
garden. The garden is available 
for students and others.

In total, these organizations 
received $15,000 in grant money. 
They then used those funds and 
stretched them to a total project 
value of $33,338, including 
monetary and volunteer value.

Sen. Chambliss said that he 
appreciated the opportunity to 
come out, adding that he was glad 
to see what they are doing and how 
the grant funds help. He said it is a 
good reminder of how useful those 
grants are to the communities.

Rep. Johnson said that Coosa 
County has some of the most 
voluntary people, saying that 
people are doing “much work 
with no payment.” He said they 
donate of their time and money 
with nothing in return.

To learn more about the Coosa 
Valley RC&D Council, visit www.
coosavalleyrcd.org. To see video 
clips of the robot demonstration 
with Michael Jones, Bouldin and 
Chambliss, visit www.facebook.
com/coosacountynews.

RC&D Grants      continued from page 1

Michael Jones, a senior and robotics team member at 
Central High School Coosa County, demonstrates a 
robot the class was able to build with kits purchased 
through grant funds provided by the RC&D Council.
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Visit www.dea.gov or call 800-882-9539 
for a collection site near you. 

Drug 
Enforcement 
Administrati 
on. National 
Prescription 
Drug TAKE 
BACK DAY. 
Saturday, 
October 28th 
10 A.M. to 2 
P.M. Turn in  
your unused  
or expired  
prescription  
medication  
for safe  
disposal. 


